CANADIAN WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION AND HONG KONG WIRELESS TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION SIGN MoU 

Industry groups join forces to enhance business and technological collaborations in Hong Kong and Canada

March 7, 2002 - HONG KONG and OTTAWA - The Hong Kong Wireless Technology Industry Association (WTIA) and the Canadian Wireless Telecommunications Association (CWTA) announced today the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) that sets forth the framework by which both organizations will jointly promote wireless technology and build cooperative ties between both regions.  

The MoU was signed during the Hong Kong Information Infrastructure Exposition & Conference 2002, and was witnessed by Ms Eva Cheng, Acting Secretary for Information Technology and Broadcasting and Mr. Jean-Claude Bouchard, Assistant Deputy Minister of Industry Canada. 

"CWTA is eager to nurture this new relationship," said Peter Barnes, President and CEO of the CWTA.  "Combining the strengths of our respective wireless industries with new markets for our individual products and services will further enhance both economies’ established reputations in the telecom arena worldwide," Barnes added.

"WTIA is looking forward to promoting cooperation between wireless applications development firms in Hong Kong, China and Canada," said Duncan Lau, Chairman of the Hong Kong Wireless Technology Industry Association. "This new partnership will facilitate trade exchange activities between our economies and will accentuate the sharing of industry and market knowledge."

The MoU will facilitate the strong desire of both parties to promote wireless technology and create business opportunities within their own membership and markets. Both organizations will share knowledge, research and data of their respective wireless industries, organize joint promotional events such as trade missions, conferences and exhibitions, and facilitate trade exchange activities.  

“I am glad that the MoU on IT and telecommunications cooperation signed between Hong Kong and Canada in May 1998 has borne fruit, as evidenced by the collaboration established between WTIA and CWTA today,” said Ms. Eva Cheng, Acting Secretary for Information Technology and Broadcasting.  “The wireless industry of the two sides will benefit from this partnership.”

"It is always welcome news to hear about these types of partnerships," said Jean-Claude Bouchard, Mission Leader of the Canadian delegation to this conference. "Like Canada, Hong Kong depends on trade for its economic success. Canada's wireless telecommunications industry plays a vital role in driving our country's international trade and economic future."  

Hong Kong Wireless Technology Industry Association (WTIA), a not-for-profit corporation registered in Hong Kong, is aimed to promote the development, usage and awareness of wireless technology applications and to enhance the communications and partnership between companies within the wireless technology industries.  It has strong membership bases and represents wireless application providers, mobile network operators, mobile device manufacturers, hardware / software vendors and distributors, system Integrators, consultancy firms, etc.

The Canadian Wireless Telecommunications Association (CWTA) is the authority on wireless issues, developments and trends in Canada. It represents cellular, PCS, messaging, mobile radio, fixed wireless and mobile satellite service providers as well as companies that develop and produce products and services for the industry.  
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Media Information and Interview Opportunities

In Canada:

Marc Choma, Director of Communications, CWTA

(613) 233-4888, ext. 107

mchoma@cwta.ca
In Hong Kong:

Michael Kan, Executive Director, WTIA

(852) 2370-3130 / (852) 8203-8013

michaelkan@hkwtia.org
